
Newsletter: Thursday 22nd December 2022

At Malvin’s we are: Ready, Respectful and Safe

Key Diary Dates:

Monday 9th January - School re-opens.
10/01/23- PHSE Day - Keeping Safe
12/01/23 - Year 4 Robinwood meeting @ 3.30pm
1/02/23-3/02/23 - Year 4 Robinwood Residential
7/02/23- PHSE Day - Safer Internet Day
W/C 13/02/23 - Discos. Dates and Times TBC.
17/02/23 - Teacher Training Day
27/02/23 - Return to School.

Thank you to all of our families for your support this term. It was lovely to celebrate our EYFS nativity,
Christmas Concert, Christmas Craft afternoon and Fair with so many of you. Your continued support
with our Christmas Fair has been very much appreciated and together we have raised over £1,200
which is amazing. The money raised will go towards resources for our outdoor areas.

Thank you very much for your donations for the Food Bank. The Food Bank was extremely grateful.

Our children have enjoyed their Christmas parties which included dancing, games and having fun! All
of the children received a present from Santa.

If your children outgrow their Christmas jumpers this year, we will be accepting donations from
January in preparation for Christmas 2023!

Our children return to school on Monday 9th January. Clubs will begin from 16th January. Forms have
already been sent out on a text to complete a Google Form.

Swimming lessons for 4SA and 5SH begin the first week back. 4SA will go on Tuesday 10th January
and 5SH will go on Friday 13th January.

Have a wonderful festive break, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. We look
forward to welcoming you back in 2023.

Whole School Messages:
Please visit our school website for our most up to date information https://malvinsclose.wiseacademies.co.uk/

Children should not wear earrings for school under any circumstances

Children should not be bringing any toys into school. If children are found to have toys from home
they will be confiscated until the end of the day where they will then be handed to the parent/carer
collecting.

Head lice
As parents/carers it is important that you are checking your child's hair regularly. As with any medical
issue it is your responsibility to ensure that your child and family are treated as soon as possible if
head lice or eggs are present. If you would like any support or advice please contact the family team,
local pharmacy or GP.

https://malvinsclose.wiseacademies.co.uk/
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Attendance Figures from September to December2022

Reception -  93.46
Year 1 - 93.70
Year 2 - 93.46
Year 3 - 94.94
Year 4 - 94.43
Year 5 - 94.10
Year 6 - 94.66

Whole School Attendance - 93.87%

Remember to report your child’s absence for each day that they are o� school. This
should be done by contacting the main school o�ce on 01670 354082.

Failure to report an absence will result in a home visit. All children should aim to
have 100% attendance.

Christmas Design Technology Afternoon

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone that came into school for our DT
Christmas card afternoon. The children absolutely loved having parents and carers in school
and the cards and crafts that were created were amazing! It was fabulous to see so many
Design and Technology skills being used with grown ups getting fully engrossed too!

Mrs McShane
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EYFS News:
We had a fantastic
nativity performance.
Well done everyone!

Nursery have had a
great time exploring the
ice outside, they have
also enjoyed using their
fine motor skills to make
candy cane decorations
for our Christmas tree.

Reception have loved
finding out more about
the celebration of
Christmas and the
origins of Santa Claus.
We have also made
some beautiful cards
and decorations for our
families!

KS1 News
Year 1 have loved
creating winter poems
and exploring using
new vocabulary in their
writing.

Year 2 have tried
extremely hard in their
current writing unit,
Stardust. They have
been ambitious with
their vocabulary and
engaged in the plot
well.

KS2 News:
Year 3 have now completed their maths unit on
addition and subtraction.  They now know how to
use the column method and are becoming more
and more confident when completing
calculations.

Year 4 have been completing lots of
Soundchecks on TTRockstars! The children have
all developed their knowledge of times tables
since September. Well done!

Year 5 enjoyed their trip to the Theatre Royal to
watch Cinderella.

Year 6 have written a fantastic narrative this
week inspired by the short film 'Paperman'. They
have demonstrated their extensive knowledge of
creative writing and figurative language. We are
very proud of them!

Whole School News
We are extremely proud of how well the children performed at their Christmas Concerts! Well done
everyone.

E-safety  Updates:
Parental controls
With Christmas nearly here and perhaps with presents including new technology or related games
being received, we thought we’d provide you with a little reminder of how to set up appropriate
parental controls.

Games/consoles
First, check the PEGI rating of any new games to ensure that your child is old enough to be playing
them. PEGI provides age classifications for games and considers the age suitability of a game, not the
level of di�culty. It is important to note that PEGI do not take into consideration the chat facilities
within games. If a game does allow your child to communicate with others then you can adjust the
settings so they are appropriate to your child - or disable it completely.
Secondly, for any consoles (new and old), it is important to set up appropriate controls such as
restricting spending limits and again managing who they can communicate with.

Tablets/Smart phones
As well as setting up parental controls on the device itself, remember to check any apps your child
would like on their device. Is it suitable for their age? Review all settings and privacy options for each
app. For the devices themselves use the available settings to prevent purchases, restrict content
viewed and adjust privacy settings. Follow the links below to find out more:
iPhones/iPads: https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
Google Play: https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738

https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/1075738


Newsletter: Thursday 22nd December 2022

At Malvin’s we are: Ready, Respectful and Safe
Pastoral  Updates:
Pastoral Team - who are we and what do we do?
The Pastoral Team at Malvin’s Close are available to support you and your child with
a range of concerns, di�culties and are available for advice.
Mrs Quinn - SENCo - Special Educational Needs Coordinator
Ms Felgate: - Pastoral Support
Mrs Carroll - Nurture and Emotional Well being support
Mrs Stables - Speech and Language Teaching assistant

Thank you to all the parents who attended our workshop on supporting your child
with Worry and Anxiety. We are planning further workshops in the New Year - watch
this space for further details.
Wednesday 11th January will be our first Parent Drop-in session. The Pastoral team will be based in the
Community Room from 2.30pm onwards to answer any questions you may have about supporting your
child.
Friday 13th January the Be You Mental Health will be in school delivering a workshop to the Year 6’s
on developing resilience and preparing for transition.

Congratulations to Mrs Quinn who has now qualified as the school’s Senior Mental Health Lead.
We would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Debbie Thompson to the Pastoral Team. Debbie
has been working as a volunteer providing counselling and play therapy for the past year. Debbie will
continue to provide this support along with additional nurture and emotional well being support for
our children in the New Year.
We would like to wish all our families an enjoyable and safe Christmas but understand that it can be a
di�cult time. If you feel you need support please access the links below.
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/c
hristmas-and-mental-health/
https://www.mentalhealthconcern.org/our-services/community-wellbeing/crisis-support/

First aid update
We are planning to change our Head Bump Procedures.

Low Risk Medium Risk Serious head bump

No wound/lump, child
presenting as well and
coherent.

Wound/lump, child presenting
as well and coherent.

Possible wound/lump, child
presenting as incoherent,
sleepy, vomiting, etc.

Action: First aid administered if
required, generic head bump
letter given to parent/carer
and the end of the school day
if your child is in Nursery to
Year4 to say that child bumped
head at school today.

Children in Year 5 and 6
–parents will receive the generic
letter by email.

Action: First aid administered,
family telephoned to advise of
injury and discuss.

Action: First aid administered,
ambulance called or child
taken to A&E and family
telephoned.

Useful information.

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/christmas-and-mental-health/
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/christmas-and-mental-health/
https://www.mentalhealthconcern.org/our-services/community-wellbeing/crisis-support/
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https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/minor-head-injury/

Anti-Bullying Updates
Our final anti-bullying meeting will be 21/12/22. The children have worked very hard to help identity
and resolve problems. They are all very resilient and we are proud to have such amazing
ambassadors! We can’t wait to complete our Respect Badge in the new year.
Mrs Stonebanks is now the Anit-Bullying lead and can’t wait to have a meeting with the ambassadors
in the new year!

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/minor-head-injury/
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Reading at Malvin’s

What are we reading at Malvin’s Close?
Years 2 to 6 have a daily reading lesson.  In these lessons, the children study a
class text.  During the Autumn term, the children have read the following books.
Here are some of the things they had to say about the books they have read.

Year 2 Year 2 Year 3 Year 3

“I am enjoying Flat
Stanley so far

because the book is
quite funny and the
author has made it

interesting. The
book is in chapters

so I like the
challenge. “

“I liked Burglar Bill
because he got

married to Burglar
Betty. He wasn’t a
good character at
the start because
he stole things but

he stopped stealing
when he got the

baby and became
good.”

“I liked it when
Hogarth asked the
farmers for help to
defeat the Iron Man

but the other
farmers didn’t
believe him.”

“I thought it got
interesting when

the
Space-Bat-Angel-Dr
agon appeared in

the story.”

“I like that Billy and
the Minpins got

along together even
though they were

di�erent.”
“I liked it when Billy

and Don Mini
thought of a plan to

get rid of the
Gruncher.”

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

“I like the story because it is
very surprising. There are
lots of twists and turns. I
also like it because it is

funny.”
“I like the witches because it

always leaves us on
cli�hangers and it makes it
exciting and I always want

to read on.”

“I like the story because it’s
about friendship and

working together while
solving problems; it’s

inspirational and funny
too.”

‘I like the theme of the book
because it’s educational
and tells us about Greek
Gods and their powers.’

“I like the book as it's
interesting and you don’t

know what is going to
happen”.

“It is an educational novel.”
“It helps you to understand

that you can be braver
than you think.”

Share a story

Author
Martin Waddell

Can't you Sleep,
Little Bear?
By Martin Waddell

Owl Babies
by Martin Waddell
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Maths at Malvin’s:

Useful apps - At the time of writing both of these apps are available on all app stores for
free.

White Rose Maths - One minute maths
This app gives children an introduction to addition, subtraction and
subitising- recognising numbers. Users are able to choose the layout of their
questions, either using cartoon objects or coloured dots placed at random or
in arrays and, as it is only one minute per game, is not too onerous on the
user, or their parents!

Times Tables Rockstars
A modern classic of the app world! Chances are you have heard your
child/children talking about TTRS already, we use this site extensively
throughout the school. This app gives the children a chance to embrace their
inner rock legend whilst they practise their multiplication tables - this has a
huge impact on the speed and accuracy of which they can calculate in class.

PESSPA Updates:

Physical Education
All children have worked
extremely hard in PE this term,
covering many di�erent units.
Children have shown kindness,
cooperation, resilience and
teamwork during all indoor and
outdoor lessons.
Next term, during our indoor PE
lessons, we are learning about
Gymnastics. Each year group will
have a di�erent focus
throughout the unit and all
children will perform a routine at
the end of the Spring term.
All of the children are making
huge improvements which is
wonderful to see. The children
are growing a love for many new
sports. Teamwork has been a
huge skill gained by many this
term.
Just a reminder to ensure your
child comes into school wearing
the correct PE every week on
their set PE day.

School Sport
Our Sports Leaders have been
doing a great job out on the
yard at break times and
lunchtimes. They have been
introducing children from
various year groups to new
Physical Education elements
and many di�erent sports,
games and exercises.
All children are playing together
which has been wonderful to
see. The mixing of years groups
helps to boost morale and
confidence within.
The cooperation, resilience and
honesty that is shown during
break times and lunchtimes is
wonderful to see, keep it up
Malvin’s.
Just a reminder to ensure your
child comes into school wearing
the correct footwear or brings
spare shoes and wellies in a bag
so they are able to join in with
all sporting activities on o�er.

Physical Activity
It has been wonderful seeing
children playing with tyres,
crates and building dens during
playtime. Please remember to
make sure your child comes in a
coat with their name in.
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Walk to school challenge update

Class of the Month Overview of whole school

Designated Safeguarding Team

What is a Designated Safeguarding Lead?
Governing bodies should ensure that the school or college designates an appropriate
senior member of sta� to take lead responsibility for child protection.

Key aspects of the ‘Designated Safeguarding Lead’ role include:
- Making sure all sta� are aware how to raise safeguarding concerns
- Ensuring all sta� understand the symptoms of child abuse and neglect
- Referring any concerns to social care
- Monitoring children who are the subject of child protection plans
- Maintaining accurate and secure child protection records
- Raising awareness of the school’s safeguarding policies and procedures, and
ensuring they are implemented and reviewed regularly

Our Designated Safeguarding Leads are:


